IXWORTH AND IXWORTH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Ixworth & Ixworth Thorpe Parish Council meeting held at Ixworth Village Hall on 11th March 2015 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr Teresa Plummer (Chairman) Cllrs David Reeve, Sophia Wilson, Nick Laughton, Roy McFruin,
Pam Shelton, Ben Lord, Trevor Anderson and Richard Courtnell.
Also Present: Mandy Adlington (Parish Clerk), C Cllr Joanna Spicer MBE, B Cllr John Griffiths MBE and two
members of the public.
1. Apologies for Absence
None.
2. Declarations of Interest
None.
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was resolved by all present that the Chairman sign the minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 11th
February 2015.
4. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes
None.
Meeting Adjourned
5. Public Forum
Mr John Sharpe again raised his concerns about speeding vehicles in the village and requested if ‘Speedwatch’
was still being considered. The Clerk confirmed that it was still being looked into and was waiting to hear from
PCSO Teakle whether any volunteers had come forward after the article in the magazine.
Mr Sharpe, as Parish tree officer, reported to members that he had concerns about some work that had been
carried out in St Mary’s Churchyard. A Yew tree had been felled, this tree was in the conservation area and did
not have planning permission. Mr Sharpe, on behalf of the Parish Council, had reported it to St Edmundsbury
Borough Council tree officer who was looking into this serious matter.
The members were in agreement that the tree officer needed to be spoken with as trees with Tree Protection
Orders on them and in the conservation area needed planning permission before any work was carried out on
them.
6. Report from Local Police Officer
The following report was received via email after the meeting;
Firstly the SNT would like to thank the Chairman, the Council and the community for their continued support.
Your dedicated PCSO is 3268 TEAKLE
Staff changes: Unfortunately PC Sheena Tate has left the team after 15 years at Ixworth, Sheena is moving to
another department.
Crime Statistics for the Parish:
There have been 5 crimes of interest in the Parish since the last meeting:
Theft – from shop – 16/02/2015
During hours of daylight, suspect has entered village store and removed one low value item and left the store
without making any attempt to pay for the item
Criminal Damage – vehicle – 25/02/2015
Over the period of an hour whilst parked on the roadside a vehicle has been scratched and dented several
times.
Theft – from motor vehicle – 25-26/02/2015
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During hours of darkness whilst parked to the side of a rural property, the front and back number plates have
been removed from the vehicle.
Theft – conveyance other than motor vehicle – 25-26/02/2015
Overnight a twin axel trailer has been removed garden of property
Interference with motor vehicle – 02-03/03/2015
An instrument has been inserted between the door panels of a vehicle, causing metal abrasions and paintwork
damage
Speeding:
Over the last month the team have conducted 13 speed checks resulting in 15 verbal warnings and 3 fixed
penalties being issued.
The community speed watch teams have been active in February carrying out 12 checks resulting in 92 warning
letters being sent.
News
There have been a number of thefts of domestic heating oil across the rural area. Burglaries continue to occur
both during daylight and darkness targeting dwellings, outbuildings and garages.
Vehicles continue to be targeted in the Kings Forest area with personal items regularly being stolen after
vehicles are broken into.
Please be vigilant and report any suspicious activity immediately, where possible record descriptions of people
and vehicle details.
Hare coursing
There have been a number of incidents of hare coursing in the local area recently. Please report any incidents
that are seen, try to obtain descriptions of vehicles, people and dogs involved and call 999 immediately. This
increases our ability to prosecute offenders.
Speeding & Parking Issues
It was agreed to contact the local team to arrange a meeting to discuss the speeding and parking concerns the
Parish Council has in Ixworth & Ixworth Thorpe. C Cllr Spicer would also be invited to attend this meeting.
7. Report from County Councillor Joanna Spicer
C Cllr Spicer reported that unfortunately Police officers are unable to stand with speed guns in Ixworth Thorpe.
However, the speed camera van has been deployed there in the past and it may be useful to ask Suffolk Police
if it could be deployed there more often.
Cllr Wilson asked how much it would cost to purchase the movable ‘Smiley’ signs to help deter speeding
vehicles through Ixworth Thorpe.
The correspondence from a resident in Ixworth High Street about parking problems was also discussed. After
the discussion it was decided that residents only parking would not be sought anywhere in Ixworth.
The complaint received about overgrown bushes in Thistledown Drive was also discussed and it was agreed by
all present and by C Cllr Spicer that this matter should be reported to Suffolk County Councils highway
department.
8. Report from Borough Councillor John Griffiths MBE
B Cllr Griffiths reported that a new leaflet from West Suffolk had been produced to encourage new businesses
to locate in West Suffolk.
B Cllr Griffiths also reported that St Edmundsbury Borough Councils Draft Annual Report was available to view.
B Cllr Griffiths also reported that he still had some of his locality budget left and that perhaps the ‘Smiley’ sign
previously mentioned could be an option for this grant.
Meeting Reconvened
9. Planning Applications
DC/15/0301 – (i) reduce height by 50% on one Apple Tree & fell one Hornbeam – St Mary’s Church, High
Street, Ixworth
Objection
DC/15/0310 – Fell one holy tree, remove lower branches to height of 5 metres and additional pruning and
shaping up to 75%to create a good balance of one Yew tree – Tudor Cottage, Commister Lane, Ixworth
Objection
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10. Determined Applications
None.
11. Correspondence
The following correspondence was received;












S.C.C. – Education & Learning Infrastructure Plan
Havebury Housing – Estate Inspections
St Eds – Mere View Appeal
Community Action Suffolk – Neighbourhood Planning Event
Home Start – Thank you for Donation
St Eds – Request for information on Youth Facilities
St Eds – Local Plan Adoption Statement
West Suffolk Network – West Suffolk Networking Event
Suffolk Police – Weekly Roundup – W/C 02.03.2015 & Rural North Update
Steve Wilson – Monthly Report
Sam Morley – Request for a Grant

The request for a grant of £400 from Mr Morley was discussed and it was agreed by all present not to approve
this grant request.
12. Accounts
It was agreed by all present to pay the following accounts;







Chq No 895/896
Chq No 897
Chq No 898
Chq No 899
Chq No 900
Chq No 901

Wages
R Courtnell
H M Rev & Customs
Ixworth Village Hall
Anglian Water
AJ Wheelie Bin Cleaning

£1048.41
£54.98
£359.93
£153.75
£17.22
£10.00

The RFO was authorised to transfer £2000 by on-line transfer from the reserve account to the community
account.
13. Grass Cutting Contract 2015/16
Two quotes had received from contractors wishing to bid for the grass cutting contract. The quotes were
received from M &TJ’s Gardening Service and The Old Parsonage Gardening Services. It was agreed by all
present to accept the quote from The Old Parsonage Gardening Services. The Clerk was instructed to inform
the contractors the Councils decision.
It was agreed by all present a meeting should be arranged between the Parish Council and St Mary’s Church
Committee to discuss further the responsibilities surrounding St Mary’s Churchyard.
14. Highway Issues
The following correspondence was received from residents about concerns over highway issues in Ixworth.





Parking problems in the High Street
Parking problems in Stow Road
Overgrown Bushes in Thistledown Drive
A request to plant trees in Micklesmere Drive

Parking problems in the High Street and overgrown bushes in Thistledown Drive were discussed in C Cllr
Spicer’s report.
Cllr Courtnell agreed to visit the resident in Micklesmere Drive to obtain a sketch of the area next to her property
that she wished to plant trees. Cllr Courtnell would then pass this information onto Suffolk County Council to
assist in the resident getting a licence to plant trees on Suffolk County Councils land.
The Clerk was instructed to contact the resident in Stow Road to discuss his concerns.
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15. Dog Fouling in the Parish
Cllr Laughton reported he had met with Andrew Harvey about concerns raised about dog fouling in Ixworth.
After meeting with Mr Harvey, it was agreed that St Edmundsbury Borough Council would install a new dog
mess bin on Ixworth Playing field, this had now been installed. Cllr Laughton requested if the Parish Council
would contribute to the cost, approximately £79. It was resolved not to contribute to this expenditure.
16. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman reported that the path behind the flats in Thetford Road had been cleared.
17. Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that she had now received from St Edmundsbury Borough Council election packs for anyone
interested in standing or standing again for a seat on the Parish Council. If anyone was interested and wanted
th
a pack please inform the Clerk. Nominations had to be delivered in person to West Suffolk House by 4pm on 9
April 2015.
18. Councillors Reports
Cllr Laughton read Steve Wilsons monthly report.
Cllr Reeve requested that St Mary’s Clock be included in the June agenda. The Clock face needed repainting
and the clock also needed an annual inspection. It was agreed by all present that Cllr Reeve contact the
contractor who looks after the clock to arrange an annual inspection. It was also agreed to add the repainting of
the clock face to the June agenda.
Cllr Courtnell informed members that the dustbin screens at the cemetery were now in place.
19. Date of the Next Meeting
The next two meetings were confirmed as;
th
8 April at 7pm, Ixworth Thorpe Annual Parish meeting to be held at Manor Farm, Ixworth Thorpe.
8th April at 7.30pm, Ixworth & Ixworth Thorpe Parish Council meeting to be held at Manor Farm, Ixworth
Thorpe.
With no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.

…………………………………………………………………..
Signed
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……………………………………………
Date

